
Chiefs, local prevention leaders join
D.A. Morrissey at Prescription Drug
Abuse Prevention Summit in Atlanta

A group of more than 30 local substance abuse prevention workers, clinicians, fire chiefs 

and police – including four area chiefs – traveled to Atlanta over April break as guests of 

Norfolk District Attorney Michael W. Morrissey at the 2014 National Prescription Drug 

Abuse Summit.

“Prescription drugs, particularly opiates, are being diverted for non-medical use and abuse 

in every corner of Norfolk County,” District Attorney Morrissey said. “It is fueling most of 

our property crimes, many violent crimes and has led to an astonishing number of fatal 

overdoses. The word crisis is too weak to describe what is happening in Massachusetts.”

The three-day summit in Atlanta provided educators, social workers, police, government 

leaders and others working in substance abuse prevention, seminars defining the scope 

and origins of the current epidemic, interventions, policies and practices that are work-

ing around the country to lessen the abuse. It also fosters information sharing, support 

and networking among local and national leaders; as DA Morrissey said, “no one person 

and no one town can successfully address this alone.” This third annual event is the larg-

est of its kind in the United States.

“We are fortunate to have been awarded one of only six category two federal Harold 

Rogers Prescription Drug Monitoring Grants, which has enabled us to bring a large 

group from Norfolk County,” District Attorney Morrissey said.         

     
“With comprehensive prescription drug collection and disposal in place, including at 

the Sharon Police Station, Narcan overdose reversal training and kits available to every 

police and fire department in the county and some of our other efforts in place, we 

appear somewhat ahead of much of the country,” Morrissey said. “But there is always 

more to learn, and there is still much work and struggle ahead of us.”

This project was supported by Grant No. 2013-PM-BX-0009 awarded by the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Department of Justice's 
Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National 
Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, the Office for 
Victims of Crime and the SMART Office. Points of view or opinions in this document are those 
of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. 
Department of Justice."
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